
                           

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels –  3  July 2 0 1 9  

 

SUSTAI NABLE EUROPE, SUSTAI NABLE FUTURE: 

EUROPEAN STANDARDI ZATI ON SUPPORTS THE FI NNI SH 

PRESI DENCY OF THE COUNCI L  

On the 1 st July 2 0 1 9  Finland took over the Presidency of the Council of 

the European Union for  the third t im e since its EU accession in 1 9 9 4 . 

During the next  six  m onths, Finland’s aim  is to foster  a com pet it ive and 

socially inclusive EU, under the official claim  “Sustainable Europe, 

sustainable future”.  

The key object ive at  the heart  of the Finnish Presidency’s program is 

sustainability. The focus will be on efforts to posit ion the EU as the leader in 

the fight  against  clim ate change, by integrat ing climate policy considerat ions in 

all decisions fostering the t ransit ion towards a full circular economy.  

Finland’s government  also ident if ied the following pr ior it ies -  the Single Market , 

rules-based free t rade and up- to-date regulat ions -  that  make the EU collect ively 

compet it ive. To achieve this, emphasis should be put  on fully developing 

Europe’s capabilit ies of research, development , innovat ion and digitalizat ion. 

The European Com m it tee for  Standardizat ion ( CEN) , the European 

Com m it tee for  Electrotechnical Standardizat ion ( CENELEC)  and their 

Finnish nat ional members SFS and SESKO congratulate Finland for this historic 

opportunity to cont r ibute to the EU’s development  and are duly commit ted to 

cont r ibut ing to the Presidency’s prior it ies by developing standards promot ing 

research, development  and innovat ion while reaping the benefits of 

digitalisat ion.  

European standards have always made a key cont r ibut ion to developing and 

st rengthening the Single Market , making it  more sustainable, easier and safer 

for cit izens, companies and public inst itut ions to buy and sell goods and 

services, to t ravel across borders and to rely on the same high level of services 

across Europe:  more than 90.000 experts working within the European 

Standardizat ion System shape harmonized European standards (hENs) , which 

https://www.cen.eu/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.cenelec.eu/
https://www.cenelec.eu/
https://www.sfs.fi/en
https://www.sesko.fi/en


cont r ibute to implement ing EU legislat ion, ensuring cit izens’ wellbeing and 

m it igat ing climate change.  

This role lies at  the heart  of the CEN and CENELEC Declarat ion “Standards Build 

Trust ” . The Declarat ion underlines how standards can help make Europe a 

compet it ive, smarter and more sustainable economy for the benefit  of all its 

cit izens.  

 

Standards support  a com prehensive and future- or iented Single Market  

and a safe Europe 

 

Ensuring the efficiency of the Single Market  is of st rategic importance for the EU 

and its 500 m illion cit izens:  deepening the Single Market  requires an increasingly  

holist ic and forward- looking approach br inging together digital, compet it ion, 

indust r ial and t rade policy. The European Standardizat ion System, thanks to its 

inclusiveness and consensus-based approach, has a big cont r ibut ion to make to 

all pr ior it ies within the Single Market .  

 

One of the main areas for the cont inuat ion and deepening of the Single Market  

to unleash Europe’s growth potent ial is the service sector. I n the digital and 

data-driven age, servit isat ion, with the integrat ion of products and services, is 

causing the fast  evolut ion of many business models towards a service-based 

mechanism instead of a product -based one. To improve the Single Market  for 

services, part icular  focus is needed on promot ing digital services and elim inat ing 

barr iers to cross-border t rade in services. This work has been undertaken in 

recent  years by CEN under the stewardship of SAGS ( the CEN Strategic Advisory 

Board on Services) , which has the task to implement  a St rategic Plan on 

Services Standardizat ion.    
 
Another area in which standards can cont r ibute to achieve the EU’s prior it ies is 

security. CEN and CENELEC, through their  many dedicated technical comm it tees, 

enable European experts across all areas to develop consensus-driven security 

standards, which complement  European legislat ion. Some examples of the 

standardizat ion work undertaken on the field are the recent ly created Sector 

Forum on Security and the Joint  CEN and CENELEC TC 13 ‘Cybersecurity and 

Data protect ion’.    

 

European standardizat ion supports an am bit ious, open and rules- based 

t rade policy 

 

Current  internat ional t rade tensions are causing growing uncertainty for the 

global economy and Europe’s place in it . I n this context , it  is essent ial for the EU 

to defend mult ilateralism  and common rules and to resist  inward- looking 

approaches and new t rade barr iers.  

 

European Standards support  free t rade, reducing t rade barr iers and helping 

European goods and services access the global market . I ndeed, the st rength of 

https://www.standardsbuildtrust.eu/
https://www.standardsbuildtrust.eu/
https://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:2307986&cs=1E7D8757573B5975ED287A29293A34D6B
https://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID:2307986&cs=1E7D8757573B5975ED287A29293A34D6B


the European standardizat ion system lies in its agreements with the internat ional 

standardizat ion organizat ions ( I SO & I EC)  and in the fruit ful work undertaken to 

promote global standards. I n their  cooperat ion with I SO and I EC, CEN, CENELEC 

and their  Nat ional Members recognize the need to converge and st rengthen 

efforts to ensure rapid and cost -efficient  standardizat ion solut ions for all 

stakeholders. Notable progress has been made on aligning CEN with I SO and 

CENELEC with I EC to make the system more coherent  and accessible for all 

European stakeholders. Furthermore, f ive Prior it y I nternat ional Partnerships 

were launched with Afr ica, China, Japan, I ndia and Gulf in 2018 in order to 

facilitate internat ional t rade.  

 

“The European Standardizat ion System, based on a voluntary and inclusive 

approach, has already shown its st rength in support ing the EU’s policy making 

efforts” , commented Elena Sant iago Cid, CEN and CENELEC Director General. 

”The standardizat ion community is ready to cooperate, in the full spir it  of the 

New Legislat ive Fram ework:  CEN and CENELEC, together with their Finnish 

members SFS and SESKO, look forward to engaging with the Finnish Presidency 

to help Europe deliver on its prom ise” . 
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CEN and CENELEC  

 

CEN (European Com m it tee for Standardizat ion)  and CENELEC (European Com m it tee for Elect rotechnical 

Standardizat ion)  are recognized by the European Union (EU)  and the European Free Trade Associat ion (EFTA)  

as European Standardizat ion Organizat ions responsible for developing standards at  European level.  

The m em bers of CEN and CENELEC are the Nat ional Standardizat ion Bodies and Nat ional Elect rotechnical 

Com m it tees of 34 European count r ies. European Standards (ENs)  and other standardizat ion deliverables adopted 

by CEN and CENELEC, are accepted and recognized in all of these count r ies.European Standards (ENs)  cont r ibute 

to enhancing safety, im proving qualit y, facilitat ing cross-border t rade and st rengthening the European Single 

Market . CEN and CENELEC work to promote the internat ional alignm ent  of standards in the fram ework of 

technical cooperat ion agreem ents with ISO ( I nternat ional Organizat ion for Standardizat ion)  and the IEC 

( I nternat ional Elect rotechnical Com m ission) .  

 

CEN website:  www.cen.eu  

CENELEC website:  www.cenelec.eu 

CEN-CENELEC website:  www.cencenelec.eu  

 

Media contact :   

Giovanni Collot  

Project  Manager St rategy & Governance 

CEN-CENELEC Managem ent  Cent re  

T:  + 32 474 98 21 17  

Em ail:  gcollot@cencenelec.eu 

Twit ter:  @Standards4EU 

Finnish Standards Associat ion SFS  

 

The Finnish Standards Associat ion SFS is the cent ral standardizat ion organizat ion that  cont rols and co-ordinates 

nat ional standardizat ion work in Finland. SFS develops, approves and publishes nat ional SFS standards. I t  also 

sells standards and com municates inform at ion about  the standards and standardizat ion to the public. SFS is a 

m em ber of the European Com m it tee for Standardizat ion (CEN)  and the I nternat ional Organizat ion for 

Standardizat ion ( ISO) . 

 

Website:  www.sfs.fi 

Twit ter:  @standardeista 

 

Media contacts:   

Helena Vänskä , Managing Director from  12.8.2019 

T:  + 358 40 581 6786 

Em ail:  Helena.vanska@sfs.fi 

Antt i Karppinen , Technical Director 

T:  + 358 40 545 2214 

Em ail:  ant t i.karppinen@sfs.fi 

__________________________________________________________________ 

SESKO –  Finland’s Electrotechnical Standardizat ion Organizat ion 

 

SESKO is the Nat ional Elect rotechnical Standardizat ion Organizat ion represent ing Finland in the elect rotechnical 

engineering field as a m em ber of the I nternat ional Elect rotechnical Com m ission ( I EC)  and the European 

Com m it tee for Elect rotechnical Standardizat ion (CENELEC) . SESKO’s responsibilit y is to im plem ent  internat ional 

elect rotechnical standards in Finland. SESKO is also involved with several cert ifying system s. 

SESKO is an independent  non-profit  associat ion with it s m em bers widely represent ing the Finnish society as a 

whole:  business life and associat ions in the field, along with elect rotechnical indust r ies, research inst itutes, 

test ing organizat ions and authorit ies. 

 

Website:  ht tps: / / www.sesko.fi 

 

Media contact :   

Pia Rouste 

Office Manager 

SESKO – Elect rotechnical Standards in Finland 

T:  + 358 50 532 39 87   

Em ail:  pia.rouste@sesko.fi  

Twit ter :  @etechsesko  
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